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The Division of the Ratepayer Advocate ("RPA") by letter motion of December 7,2005 has
sought a full evidentiary hearing of the Jersey Central Power & Light Company's ("JCP&L"or
"Company") Phase II Deferred Balances Audit, along with the merger of said audit matter with
the Company's most recent Non-Utility Generation Charge Clause ("NGC") filing. The RPA
made an additional motion by letter dated March 7, 2006 asking the Board of Public Utilities to
compel the Company to fully respond, in a timely manner, to the RPA's previously propounded
discovery requests. At its May 16, 2006 Agenda Meeting, the Board approved an order
authorizing, nunc pro tunc, the actions and schedule set forth in a May 10, 2006 letter to the
RPA by Executive Director Victor Fortkiewicz.

Procedural History:

On July 29, 2002, the Board issued a Request for Proposal ("RFP") to secure the services of an
independent auditor to conduct audits of New Jersey's four electric utilities ("Utilities")
restructuring-related deferred balances. On October 2, 2002, Mitchell & Titus, LLP and its
subcontractor Barrington-Wellesley Group, Inc. were engaged to perform the audit for Jersey
Central Power & Light Company ("JCP&L" or "Utility"). The audit scope covered the period of
August 1, 1999 through July 31, 2003 (the "Transition Period") and the impact of transactions
therein on the deferred balances of JCP&L. The Phase I Audit examined deferred balances
from August 1, 1999 to Jul~' 31, 2002. The Phase II Audit examined deferred balances from
August 1, 2002 to July 31, 2003.

The objective of the Audit was to provide the Board with a certified audit opinion as to whether
the Utility's deferred balances, as of July 31, 2003, were accurately calculated, correctly
recorded, fairly stated in all material respects, and in compliance with Board Orders. The Audit
also included a prudence review of the Utility's Basic Generation Service ("BGS") procurement



practices for the first three years of the Transition Period, for a utility that had divested its
generation assets. The Aludit also examined the Utility's mitigation efforts, consistent with
applicable laws, with respl~ct to the above-market Non-Utility Generation ("NUG") contract costs
during the transition perio(j.

Additionally, for the Phase I proceeding, the Board authorized full evidentiary hearings to
address all accounting an(j prudence related issues. The RPA participated fully in the Phase I
hearings. The Board did riot contemplate or authorize evidentiary hearings for Phase II.

At its December 2,2005 agenda meeting, the Board acknowledgod receipt of the Phase II
Deferred Balance Audit RE~port for JCP&L ("Audit Report"), and released the reports for public
comment. By Secretary's Letter dated December 5, 2005, interested parties were directed to
submit initial comments to the report by January 10, 2006 and re~)ly comments by January 24,
2006.

At its December 7, 2005, the RPA filed a letter motion seeking full evidentiary hearings, along
with a schedule specifying dates for discovery, testimony and briefings, and that JCP&L provide
the RPA with completed copies of all responses to Mitchell & Titus' and Barrington-Wellesley
Group's discovery request:s, as well as any responses to Board Staff's discovery requests in the
referenced matters. The FtPA also sought the merger of JCP&L's Phase II Audit proceeding
with its most recently filed Non-Utility Generation Charge Clause ("NGC") filing.

On December 16,2005, J(:;P&L replied to the RPA's December .7,2005 Motion stating that the
Audit was not a contested case and that no party had the "right to a full evidentiary hearing, to
propound formal discovery or to present witnesses and testimony."

On February 24, 2006, the RPA propounded sixteen discovery requests of JCP&L. On
March 1, 2006, JCP&L informed the RPA that it would not respond to the sixteen discovery
requests unless directed to do so by the Board. However, JCP&L offered to "make available for
inspection" in Morristown copies of discovery response~ provided by the Company to the
auditors during the cour:;e of the Audit. The RPA did not avail itself of this option. And, on
March 7, 2006, the RPAfiled a letter motion asking the Board to compel JCP&L to fully respond,
in a timely manner, to the RPA's previously propounded discovery requests.

On May 10, 2006, the Board's Executive Director, Victor Fortkiewicz sent a letter to the RPA
outlining a course of action that would accommodate all parties in this matter. The Board gave
the RPA an opportunity to participate in certain discovery related to the JCP&L Deferred
Balance Phase II Audit materials. The schedule as set forth in the May 10th letter was an
attempt to resolve the RPA's motions and was not to have any precedential value. JCP&L was
directed to deliver to the RI:>A responses for most of the 16 interrogatories propounded on
February 24, 2006 by May 9, 2006. Four interrogatories were to be answered by JCP&L on
May 11, 2006, and the last two interrogatories were to be answered by JCP&L on May 15,
2006. May 25,2006 was the deadline for the RPA to submit its written comments to the Board;
and May 30,2006 was the deadline for JCP&L to submit any responses to the RPA's
comments. Ultimately, the schedule required that JCP&L provide the RPA with all requested
discovery. The independence and
integrity of the public utility audit process is the sole responsibility of the Board of Public
Utilities, but in an effort to accommodate any RPA concerns, the Board allowed for the RPA's
further limited discovery, s~)ecifically noting that this accommodation shall have no precedential
value regarding future audits.
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Position of the Parties:

RP A Position

The RPA expressed concern with the overall audit process. The RPA contends that the current
audit process does not afford sufficient input from the RPA and other members of the public. In
the instant matter, the RPA contends that:

"One of the difficulties in providing any meaningful initial comments is that the audit
report contains mainly brief recitations of the Auditors' conclusions and findings
without much detail on the background information that led them to these findings
and conclusions. There are citations to interviews with utility employees regarding
specific controls, key processes and procedures. (Phase II Audit Report, page 11-
12). Discovery responses presumably provided by JCP&L to the Auditors have
only been provided on a limited basis... Moreover, the Company provided over
1500 pages of discovery responses which the Ratepayer Advocate had two weeks
to review. It is impos~;ible to thoroughly review all the documents provided in the
very short time span allowed by the Board, especially when the procedural
schedule provides no opportunity for additional clarification or explanation of the
documents."

The RPA further opined that there are significant items which need to be carefully reviewed by
the other interested parties including the Ratepayer Advocate, as well as the BPU, specifically:

"1) As of July 31,2003, the JCP&L deferred balance for the Market Transition
Charge ("MTC") , the ,Societal Benefits Charge ("SBC"), and the charge for Basic
Generation Service (UBGS") were under-recovered by approximately $589.8 million
(Phase II Audit Report, page 1-3). The Company's MTC costs exceeded MTC
revenues by $108.4 million; and 2) in the final year of the transition period, which
the Phase II Audit focused on, the Company's deferred balances increased by
more than $150 million." ;:

JCP&L Position

In response to the RPA's comments JCP&L states that "".the Phase II Audit is not a "contested
case" under applicable statutory and regulatory precepts and that, therefore the Advocate is not
entitled to "audit the audit" orio engage in the extensive proceedings it has sought to create
around the Phase II Audit",

JCP&L further points out that:

"... on March 1, 2006, JCP&L offered to make the discovery that it had
provided to the Board-retained auditors "available for inspection" at the
Company's offices in Morristown, although the Advocate appears to complain
that such offer was sornehow insufficient (May 25 Advocate Comments at 2-3).
However, the Advocate neglects to mention that such offer was precisely what
the Advocate requested in its Data Request RAR-1 in this docket..."

The Board finds that RPA has had ample opportunity to review and comment on issues of
concern to that office.
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Lastly, the RPA identified several areas of concern. The RPA, the Company positions are as
follows:

Issue 1 -Ade~quacy of JC;P&L's NUG mitigation efforts

RPA Position

"... the Audit Report concludes that JCP&L's mitigation efforts during this period were
"appropriate," includin~~ the attention paid to the smaller over-market contracts (Audit
Report, pages VII-14-15). The Ratepayer Advocate has not seen sufficient evidence
to fully agree with that conclusion..."

JCP&L Position

"the RPA appears to slJggest that their mit
insufficient..." and that "... the Board has a
dated May 17, 2004, jICP&L's 2002 Rates
Nos. ER02080506, ER:02080507, et al)..."
sufficiency of NUG mitigation...there is no
mitigation."

The Board finds that he Auditor's Report cited three evaluative criteria for assessing
JCP&L's Phase II NU(, mitigation efforts (Audit Report, Pg. VII-B). They were:

..Did JCP&L maintain a reasonable and prudent program to mitigate its NUG contracts?
Has JCP&L taken a proactive approach to the mitigation of NUG costs and taken
advantage of all reasonably available opportunities to mitigate NUG costs?
Did JCP&L maximi:~e revenue from sales of power from its remaining NUG entitlements?

The Auditor's report details, at length, the various mitigation efforts undertaken by JCP&L
and examined by the Auditor in arriving at their opinion (Pgs. 1-8 and Pgs. VII-8 to VII-16).

The Auditor's assessment, based on the evaluative criteria detailed above, was that
JCP&L's management of its NUG mitigation efforts "continued to be appropriate during the
Phase II period."

The Board finds that the Auditor's evaluation criteria and the evaluation performed were
appropriate to assess "ICP&L's mitigation efforts.

Issue 2 -Price anomalies t)etween the average price paid per MWh between NUG contracts
for Parlin and Laklewood

RPA Position

"The Audit Report indicates that the average prices paid to two NUG contracts during
this period seem unusually high. The price to Parlin averaged $356.22 per MWh,
and the price paid to Lakewood averaged $185.41 per MWh. (Audit Report, page VII-
18) ...the Ratepayer )~dvocate requests that the Auditor verify the accuracy of the
NUG contract payments included in the deferred balance for this time period."
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JCP&L Position

II The Advocate's passing reference to this "issue" merely "requests that the Auditor verify

the accuracy of the NUG contract payments included in the deferred balances for this
period" ..."There is absolutely no reason to believe that Board-retained auditors have not
already done precisely this."

The Board finds that the Deferred Balance Audit was conducted in accordance with
attest standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Standards and as such, the Auditor performed audit procedures they considered
necessary under the circumstances.

The Auditor's Report s:tates that the Auditor examined evidentiary documents
supporting the deferrecj balance to ensure the deferred balance includes only those
revenues and costs that are fairly stated, in all material respects, and in compliance
with applicable Board Orders. The Report summarized the audit procedures
performed. at page 1-6 and at page 1-13, under "Detailed Investigation".

Appropriate Audit proc~3dures were employed to assess whether revenues from NUG
contract payments were properly recorded and accounted for. Accordingly, the
Board finds no further action is required.

Issue 3 -Trarlsaction COSits to achieve successful contract restructurings and mitigation

RPA Position

"The Ratepayer Advocate understands that transaction costs inevitably will be incurred to
achieve successful contract restructurings and mitigation. Such costs at some point should
be recoverable to the extent reasonable, prudently incurred and incremental (that is, no
double recovery). The Audit Report does not discuss the reasonableness of these costs and
their recovery in any detail.. .At this point in time; there is insufficient information on the
reasonableness of these costs to permit recovery from customers. The Audit Report does
not appear to support the reasonableness of these costs."

JCP&L Position

"The Advocate recogni;~es that "transaction costs inevitably will be incurred to
achieve successful contract restructuring and mitigation" and such costs "should be
recoverable to the extent reasonable, prudently incurred and incremental". JCP&L
certainly agrees with this observation and simply notes that, in fact, recovery of
theses costs is consistent with EDECA., N.J.S.A. 48:3-61 (1 )(1 ),which specifically
contemplates recognition of "all transitions costs"."

The Board finds that thE~ Auditor's charge in performing the Phase II Audit was to ensure
that deferred balance irlcluded only those revenues and expenses that were fairly stated
and in compliance with applicable Board Orders. Audit procedures were employed and
analytical test performed, on a sample basis, to arrive at an opinion on JCP&L's deferred
balance. Had there been issues impacting the deferred balance materially or issues of
imprudence, based on their testing, the auditor was obligated to raise those issues in their
Phase II report to the Board. The Board notes the Auditor did not raise any issues which
materially impacted the deferred balance; nor did they raise issues of imprudence.
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The RPA asserts that the Audit Report does not appear to support the reasonableness of
transaction costs. However, the RPA does not provide any specific cite or reference to any
particular section of thle report in support of the "assertion". Furthermore, the RPA doe not
cite any specific instanlces of unreasonableness, imprudence or double recovery. There is
no basis to support the RPA's recommendation to forego recovery of transaction costs.

Issue 4 -Restructu.ring c:redits associated with the Bayonne restructuring

RPA Position:

"According to the Board's Order in the Bayonne restructuring, the Company was
directed to credit the dleferred balance with $27.0 million in Restructuring Credit.
Instead, due to a delay in closing, only $25.4 million was credited to the deferred
balance... Certainly th«3 Board Order did not contemplate that JCP&L would assess
ratepayers a penalty caused by a delay in closing not related to Board approval of
the restructuring agreement. If the Company was unable to negotiate a better
contract for the protection of ratepayers, the Company should pay the penalty, not
ratepayers. Therefore, the Ratepayer Advocate recommends that the Board direct
the Company to credit the deferred balance with the entire $27.0 million as of July
1, 2002."

JCP&L Position:

"The Advocate urges that JCP&L should for some reason be penalized for a delay in
the closing of the Bayonne restructuring even though the delay was beyond the
Company's control and entirely consistent with the precise terms of the restructured
contract that was approved by the Board." ..."The Board-retained auditors reviewed
this matter in detail and determined that JCP&L "availed itself of opportunities to
expedite the closing of the Bayonne contract", explor[ed]" opportunities to accelerate
the closing" even though "resolution of EI Paso's financial problems was outside
JCP&L's control", and was "able to assist EI Paso by expediting or waiving conditions
precedent to closing"

The Board finds that JC;P&L is correct in their assertion that the Board's Auditor did review
this matter in detail and did make the determination that "JCP&L availed itself of
opportunities to expedite the closing of the Bayonne contract..." and that "while resolution of
EI Paso's financial prot>lems was outside of JCP&L's control, JCP&L was able to assist EI
Paso by expediting or waiving conditions precedent to closing... (Pgs. VII-13 and VII-14 )"
Also, the Auditor correc:tly pointed out that "...the Board, in its May 15, 2002 Order, Docket
No. EM02030152, ackrlowledged the issue with respect to the timetable for closing and the
financial consequences. of delay..."

The Board has reviewed its Order of May 15, 2002, in Docket No. EM02030152 at page 5,
which specifically state:s that ",..the Amended PPA [Power Purchase Agreement] provides
for a reduction in the $~~7 million Restructuring Credit, in the amount of $17,317 per day after
the proposed effective Ijate of the Amended PP A. .." The Board finds the RP A's argument
lacks merit and no penalty should be assessed to JCP&L.
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Issue 5 -True,-up of upfr(J~nt transaction and capital reduction costs in connection with
JCP&L's 2002 siecuritization transaction (Bondable Stranded Cost Rate Order,

"BSCRO")

RPA PositlQ!l

"The February 6,2002 BSCRO authorized the inclusion of an estimated $12.6 million
in Upfront Transition Costs and Capital Reduction costs in the principal amount of
transition bonds. According to the Company, the actual costs incurred were $9.718
million. The Audit did not address the accuracy of these amou,ts. Further, without
explanation, the Comp,any did not credit the MTC deferred balance with the $2.881
million difference until l\I1arch 2003. The Ratepayer Advocate suggests that this
credit should have been made when the Company issued the transition bonds, June
30, 2002. Furthermore, the Ratepayer Advocate recommends that the Auditors
should review the timing of all such credits to ensure that ratepayers are being
promptly credited with ,amounts owed."

JCP&L Position

"The Advocate raises concerns about the timing of the credit to JCP&L's deferred
balance related to the true-up of actual Upfront Transaction and Capital Reduction
Costs in connection with JCP&L's 2002 securitization transaction... the March 2003
application of what turnled out to be a $2.881 million differential was entirely
consistent with the BS(~RO".

The Board has reviewed its Order of February 6,2002, BSCRO, Docket No. EF99080615
and finds that at page ~11, in ordering paragraph 40, the Board Ordered that:

"Not more than nine months following issuance of the Transition Bonds, the
Company will file with the Board a reconciliatiqn statement for Upfront
Transaction costs and Capital Reduction Costs... if the sum of the Upfront
Costs (plus hedging costs associated with any hedging arrangements entered
into prior to the pricing of the Transition Bonds) and Capital Reduction Costs is
less than $12.6 million, any difference will be accounted for by an appropriate
adjustment made to the Deferred Balance."

The Company filed the true-up and then issued the credit in March, 2003. The Board finds
that the Company complied with the provision of Ordering paragraph 40 by filing the true up
and issuing the credit '.'Irithin the Board Ordered timeframe, i.e. "not more than nine months
following the issuance of the Transition Bonds" which occurred June 30, 2002. No further
action by the Board's Auditor is required.

Issue 6 -Recovery of "Io!;t revenues" through the Societal Benefits Charge ("SBC")

RPA Position

"The Auditors failed to address the basis for the Company's posting to the
deferred balance of $7.4 million in "lost revenues." Rather the Audit Report merely
defines "lost revenues" and then cites to a BPU Order dated after the Phase II review
period. Similarly, the RE~port Audit simply notes that Program Costs were incurred for
DSM and CRA programs; the Audit Report tells us what Insurance Proceeds are
...and explains that there are Program Costs "associated with the investigation and
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remediation of environmental problems caused by former manufactured gas plants."
(Audit Report, page II-!~). The Ratepayer Advocate respectfully suggests that a
"FINDING" of "None" i~; woefully inadequate and that the Auditors should be required
to make specific findin~~s with respect to the validity and the accuracy of these costs
and their inclusion into the deferred balance (Audit Report p. 11-3, (citing I/M/O
JCP&L, BPU Docket Nos. EO97070458, EO97070459, EO97070460, Final Decision
and Order, March 7, 2001. )"

JCP&L Position

"The Company also notes specifically with respect to lost revenues, which the
Advocate seems most focused on... the Company was entitled to recover specified
portions of lost revenue associated with its legacy DSM [demand side management]
Performance Based Programs. See Final Decision & Order dated March 9, 2001, in
JCP&L's Comprehensi've Resource Analysis proceeding in Docket Nos.
EX99050347, EO99050348 et al. at 78. The $7.4 million of lost revenue recovery
noted by the Auditor was related to its legacy DSM programs and was recovered
pursuant to this authorization and it did not include any generation- related lost
revenues."

The Board has reviewed its March 9, 2001 Final Decision and Order, in JCP&L's
Comprehensive Resource Analysis proceeding, Docket Nos. EX99050347, EO99050348
et al. In that Order, the Board, at page 78, paragraph 29, approved:

"The continuation of lost revenue recovery for legacy programs and GPU's
transition payment of 90% for 2001 as proposed in the Utilities/NRDC Stipulation,
however, any continued recovery beyond 2001 for legacy program lost revenues
shall decline to 80% in 2002 and 70% in 2003. If a base rate case is filed prior to
the end of the transition period, lost revenues shall be appropriately reset to zero.
If there is no rate case in 2003, the Board shall reconsider the eligibility of legacy
lost revenue recovery, prospectively."

The Board finds that the lost revenues in question by the RPA were related to JCP&L's legacy
DSM programs and did not include any generation-related lost revenues. Therefore, JCP&L
was entitled to the recovery of the $7.4 million.

Finally, the RPA states that "...Iimitations on discovery and the resulting lack of a
comprehensive review provide additional support for the Ratepayer Advocate's request to
incorporate the last year of the transition period into the Company's pending NGC filing and into
the Company's next SBC filing..."

JCP&L urges the Board to i3ccept as final the Audit Report.

The Audit Report states that JCP&L complied. in all material respects; with the Board Orders
regarding the deferred balances for Phase II and that no findings of imprudence were noted.
The Audit Report indicates that JCP&L's deferred balance as of July 31,2003, before
implementation of the Boarlj's Final Order, was $586,317,256 (under recovered) including
Saxton Nuclear Decommis~;ioning expenses. The Audit Report also indicates the deferred
balance after implementation of the Final Order as of May 17. 2004 was $413,566.692 (under
recovered).
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The Board HEREBY ~~ the RPA's motion for a full evidentiary hearing of the JCP&L
Phase II Deferred Balances Audit and merger of said audit matter with the company's most
recent NGC filing. The Board HEREBY DISMISSES as moot the RPA letter motion dated March
7,2006, requesting the Board to compel JCP&L to fully respond, in a timely manner, to the

RPA's previously propounded discovery requests.

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTiliTIES
BY:

DATED:

~a4(::~~~~~.,f~
COMMISSIONER

CONNIE O. HUGHES

COMMISSIONER

CHRISTINE V. BATOR

COMMISSIONER

ATT~~~
KRISTI IZZO
SECRETARY"
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